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Transportation Association of Canada (TAC)

2323 St. Laurent Boulevard

Ottawa, Ontario

K1G 4J8

through Councillor Jim Smith, Halifax Regional Municipality

We are a neighbourhood group in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia who last year approached the Halifax Regional Municipality (HRM) with a request to place crosswalk flags at 13 locations.  The Traffic and Right of Way agreed to a trial project, one that was implemented in August 2008.

As a result of the success of the pilot, as measured by feedback, including a survey conducted in November 2008, we are of the view the initiative should be considered for expansion to other areas of HRM.  We understand that to do so Traffic and Right of Way requires the crosswalk flags to be approved by TAC as traffic control devices.  After our presentation to the HRM Council a motion was unanimously supported to have the Mayor request such approval (we understand you have received the Mayor’s request).

As you consider the request of HRM we want to provide you with some background as to the use of crosswalk flags in other locals in the United States and the materials we have used in our initiative.

The idea for the crosswalk flags in our neighbourhood came about as a result of a visit of an individual to Salt Lake City, where a flag program was observed.  Based on the Salt Lake experience and other programs we became aware of we approached the HRM Traffic and Right of Way Department who agreed to allow us to implement a trial project.

The request you have received to approve the use of crosswalk flags as a traffic control device is a consequence of the positive experience of the trial project.  Our Report, which we understand was provided with the Mayor’s request, provides background, experience and the results of a survey we conducted.

Ours is not an original ideal although we are unaware of usage elsewhere in Canada.  However there are a number of communities in the US that have crosswalk flag programs in place.  Some that started small, such as Salt Lake City with six original crosswalks marked have expanded – Salt Lake City now has nearly 200 flagged crosswalks.  Appendix A provides information on the 22 locations we found that use crosswalk flags, along with links to further information.  It would be our understanding that many of these programs have been considered and approved by associations serving a similar role to that of the TAC.

As part of the review we appreciate there are a number of issues to consider

· is there an appropriate height the buckets should be off the ground?

· is there guidance as to which side of the crosswalk pole the bucket should be placed – the road side? Facing oncoming traffic?

· is there a preferred flag colour – we have used orange, but are aware of yellow and red being used elsewhere?  Is lime green an appropriate, others?  Is it advisable to have multiple colours, rotating them in different areas of the municipality in order to keep drivers alert to a periodic change to a different colour?

· is there guidance as to the size of the flags – we have used 16 inch square flags which have worked well. 

While we believe strongly in this initiative we understand crosswalk flags are not a panacea for crosswalk safety.  Of course the existence of crosswalk flags will eliminate crosswalk incidents.  Crosswalk safety requires attentiveness of both the driver and the pedestrian.  Holding and waving a flag does not guarantee the stopping of a vehicle.  The availability of flags does not necessarily imply they will be used.  However regardless of what percentage of pedestrians use the flags, it is more than if they were not available.  As well, the existence of the flags increases the visibility of the crosswalk, creating additional awareness of an upcoming crosswalk whether or not a pedestrian is at the crosswalk and whether or not that pedestrian is using a flag.  If a driver backs off just a little bit for having seen the flags ahead this is a very good thing.

We welcome your consideration of the crosswalk flags as a traffic control device.  While there are numerous other initiatives that could, and perhaps should be implemented to improve crosswalk safety (better markings, better lighting etc.) we believe the implementation of a crosswalk flag program is a simple, relatively inexpensive opportunity that improves the visibility of the pedestrian, improves the visibility of the crosswalk, and garners attention and discussion about crosswalk safety.

Thank you for considering Mayor Kelly’s request on behalf of the HRM Council.  Like Mayor Kelly we look forward to a positive response in the interest of promoting crosswalk safety.

Sincerely

Gayle Collins

Norm Collins

Brian Slaunwhite

Waverley Road Crosswalk Flags

www.waverleyroadcrosswalkflags.synthasite.com
… be Cautious … be Seen … be Safe

Appendix A

Municipalities with Crosswalk Flag Programs
emphasis added through red highlight

1.
Salt Lake City, Utah

Begun in 2000, as part of the Salt Lake City Pedestrian Safety Committee’s initial efforts to reduce pedestrian involved accidents, flags were placed at six crosswalks in the downtown area. The idea for flags was brought to the attention of the pedestrian safety committee by a City Council staff member who saw them being used at a crosswalk in Ketchum, Idaho.
 

http://www.ci.slc.ut.us/transportation/Pedestrian/pedFlags.htm
http://www.walkinginfo.org/library/details.cfm?id=2933
The program was clearly successful, expanding to 174 locations as of spring 2007 - 46 crossings adopted by schools, 88 by residents/businesses, and the city maintaining 40 crossing flag locations downtown.

The flags have an excellent public education component.  When first installed the flags received significant media attention and public comment resulting in a sizeable amount of public pedestrian safety awareness and education.  Once the Adopt-a-Crosswalk program began functioning we began to see groups of residents coming together to adopt neighbourhood locations.  Neighbours talking with neighbours about crosswalk flags and the ability to personally participate in something with the potential to make their neighbourhood safer have undoubtedly raised community pedestrian safety awareness.
2.
Charleston, South Carolina
In April of 2007, the City of Charleston kicked-off its Pedestrian Safety Program which focuses on education, engineering and enforcement.  The purpose of the Pedestrian Safety Program is to bring awareness to both drivers and pedestrians by implementing safety initiatives within the City. 

www.charlestoncity.info/shared/docs/0/crosswalk flag with roper 12.12.07.doc
As a continuation of pedestrian safety initiatives, the City of Charleston evaluated the “crosswalk flags” concept that began in Salt Lake City in 2000 in an attempt to enhance pedestrian safety at crosswalks and to heighten awareness of pedestrian crossings.

At the intersection of Calhoun Street and Courtenay the City installed LED countdown pedestrian signals as well as defined the crosswalks with high visibility markings.  In order to further heighten the awareness of pedestrian crossings at this intersection, the City is teaming up with Roper Hospital to kick-off the “crosswalk flag” initiative at Calhoun and Courtenay.

The principal idea for the Crosswalk Flag is simply that the pedestrian crossing the street carrying an orange flag will be safer by being made more visible to drivers.  Additionally, having the flags located at the corners of the intersection will tend to draw driver’s attention to locations where pedestrians would be standing while waiting to cross.  

The purpose of initiating crosswalk flags in the City is to enhance pedestrian safety at Courtenay and Calhoun Street with the hopes of reducing vehicle-pedestrian conflicts and preventing future accidents.

3.
Madison, Wisconsin

The bright flag catches the drivers' attention and clarifies for them the pedestrian's plan to cross, which is enough to bring most drivers to a stop.  When flags are combined with an assertive crossing technique (see below), pedestrians get the quick, safe, and respectful crossing that the state statute has promised, but not delivered, for many years.  

http://www.dmna.org/trans_flags.shtml
Salt Lake City has 120 of these "flagged" crosswalks; Dane County will have 21 by mid-June. With an expanded network, Madison and Dane County will be much safer and more hospitable to walkers, who make such a strong positive contribution to the environment, to our sense of community, and to their own health. 

4.
San Francisco Bay Area, California

 

http://www.mtc.ca.gov/planning/bicyclespedestrians/tools/orangeFlags/index.htm
	objective
	To make pedestrians more visible at the crosswalks. 

	applications
	At crosswalks where there is a need to make drivers more aware of pedestrians using the crosswalk.   

	target population
	All Pedestrians, Elderly Pedestrians, Young Pedestrians, Motorists 

	advantages
	· low-cost 

· drivers may be reminded of the presence of the crosswalk simply from seeing the orange flags in the holders on the sides of the street 


 

5.
Windsor, Connecticut


The Windsor Police Department and Public Works Department have installed pedestrian safety crosswalk flags at two locations in Windsor center to protect pedestrians crossing the road.

http://www.townofwindsorct.com/pdf/crosswalk_flags.pdf
After an evaluation period the town will consider installing crosswalk flags at other key locations.

Currently there are a number of municipalities around the country that are using flags successfully such as Salt Lake City, Utah, New Brunswick, New Jersey, Berkeley, California, Seattle, Washington and Wakefield, Rhode Island.

6.
Stoughton, Wisconsin


In Cooperation with the Safe Communities Coalition, Pedestrian Crossing Flags have been placed at the intersection of Main and Forrest Streets. The purpose of these flags is to assist pedestrians in gaining the attention of drivers while crossing the street. 

http://www.cityofstoughton.com/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7BB49D3CAC-C580-41E5-9BC3-18D62701E788%7D&DE=%7BFB45328A-3D31-4002-9D42-44B9F9F35522%7D
7.
Seattle, Washington
When Lester Goldstein made himself a little orange flag to get drivers to stop at crosswalks, he never thought the idea would catch on.  The retired Wallingford resident was just angry that pedestrians are often overlooked by drivers, sometimes with deadly results.  But a lot more people might now be walking through crosswalks waving little orange flags. Yesterday, Feet First, a pedestrian advocacy group, announced it will be giving away 500 flags at Seattle neighbourhood service centers.  Pedestrian advocates say their safety concerns are justified. About 80 pedestrians are killed in the state a year, Levinger said, many times because drivers do not know people are about to step out into crosswalks.

Goldstein said he first came up with the idea for the flags when he heard Kirkland has flags posted at some intersections for pedestrians to use, and thought, "If it works, I'm going to make myself one."   Levinger was asked if it didn't look odd crossing the streets with the flags.  "There's a lot of things that seem dorky at first like fanny packs and bike helmets that seem dorky at first, but people change their attitudes about them," Levinger said.  "It's not dorky wanting to cross the street."
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/transportation/146783_flag04.asp
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/bumpertobumper/2008194841_bumper22m.html
Has anyone noticed the cylinders that hold bright-coloured flags on sticks, strapped to telephone poles in some parts of the city? Kevin Fisher, of Seattle, has, and he likes why they're there.

They are pedestrian-crossing flags, intended for those who want to take matters into their own hands to cross a street. "I'm seeing a lot of the bright-coloured flags that pedestrians can wave while crossing busy streets," Fisher said. "I see these as an easy, cheap way to remind drivers of pedestrian rights and safety."
Fisher says he tried a few years back to get a crosswalk painted or curb bulbs installed at 34th Avenue and East Howell Street, near his home.  But Fisher says city engineers concluded a crosswalk would give pedestrians a false sense of safety.  Crossing flags, as they've become known around the city, apparently are in vogue — whether installed formally by the city or informally by concerned neighbours.  Seattle Residents for Improved Pedestrian Safety, a grass-roots group of anonymous Seattle residents, has claimed responsibility for some of Seattle's crossing flags.

It's not just a local movement.  You can find crossing flags in use all over Kirkland, in Salt Lake City, in Ketchum, Idaho, and in other places.

Seattle's Department of Transportation (SDOT) this year (June 2008) placed cylinders and flags at 17 locations as a one-year pilot program.

8.
Hailey & Ketchum, Idaho
http://www.mtexpress.com/2004/04-07-07/04-07-07pedflags.htm
Just in time for the Fourth of July festivities, the Hailey Public Works department installed crosswalk flags for pedestrians in the city’s ongoing effort to resolve pedestrian versus driver conflicts.  Mayor Susan McBryant and the Hailey City Council responded to citizen requests that the city find a solution to the problem after several recent near misses and one fatality occurred on Main Street. 

Bright orange crosswalk flags have been installed at the intersections of Main and Croy streets and Main and Carbonate streets. 

"The flags are no assurance that crossing the road is safe. Each person must take it upon themselves to assure their safety," said Hailey Public Works Director Ray Hyde. "Look both ways before crossing to make sure traffic has stopped, assume that vehicle drivers do not see you."

Hailey has modeled the flag program for pedestrians after those used on Main Street in Ketchum, which is largely viewed as a success, a tool for calming traffic through the center of town. Salt Lake City also instituted a pedestrian flag program this spring after a city official had seen the effectiveness of their use in Ketchum.

9. Kirkland, Washington

http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/Public_Works/Transportation___Streets/Pedestrian_Flags_-_FAQs.htm
Kirkland has approximately 30 PedFlag locations. They are at a variety of different kinds of crosswalks. 

Most of the evidence gathered supports the idea that PedFlag is helpful in encouraging pedestrian safety. They do not automatically fix all the problems a potential location might have however.
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/eastsidenews/2003250530_flag09e.html
Pedestrian safety flagged as a priority in Kirkland
For 10 years now, the fluorescent orange pedestrian flags dotting the city of Kirkland have been stopping traffic.  What began as an experiment at five intersections with no signals downtown in 1996 has grown to 47 throughout the city. 

Two fatal accidents
The program was created after two fatal accidents involving pedestrians.  The flags' bright colour draws attention to pedestrians.  "One reason why they work so well is if you can be seen, the car will stop," Councilwoman Joan McBride said.  Many accidents are due to motorists not seeing pedestrians, officials said.

Seen in Japan
The idea was brought to the city's attention by a resident who saw the flags in action while visiting Japan.  City Council approved a pilot project and, without realizing it, made Kirkland the first city in the country to have such a program.  Pedestrian flags have gone into use in Oregon, Colorado, Utah, Wisconsin, Maryland and Washington, D.C.

Gourlie said that though usage isn't across the board, whenever he's out replacing flags, people thank him and describe what a difference they've made to the community.  "I've seen children get a joy out of using the flags and helping their parents cross the street," Schoneman said. 
10.
Washington, DC
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A48350-2005Apr12.html
The speed limit is 25 mph, but that's a joke. The pedestrian crosswalk at Northampton Street, where Burke stands, is painted white, but that's ignored. There is no traffic light, just these vertical racks of cheap orange flags on both sides of the road, and a new District law that requires motorists to stop for pedestrians in a crosswalk. 

The city will decide whether to take the distinctly low-tech orange flags program being piloted at two crosswalks and offer it to other neighbourhoods. 

The orange-flag idea was born in 1996 in Kirkland, Washington, a Seattle suburb, after a car hit a boy who was a crossing guard at his elementary school.  From Kirkland, the program has spread to municipalities in at least 13 states. Flags wave in Portland, Maine, St. Paul, Minnesota, Madison, Wisconsin, Cambridge, Massachusetts, and Salt Lake City. 

The early studies of the flag project indicate that when pedestrians did hoist the flag, motorists were twice as likely to stop for them. "To some extent by grabbing the flag you are motivating the pedestrian to be more aware of the danger and the situation," he says, "and, because it is kind of curious, the driver might slow down just out of the pure what-the-heck-is-that value." 
http://www.bookrags.com/highbeam/dc-crosswalk-flags-replicate-madison-20051024-hb/
WASHINGTON -- When 12-year-old Serena Seward and Sarah Appel cross a busy intersection in the nation's capital they carry a bright orange flag. 

It's a simple idea -- the flags catch the attention of drivers and remind them that city law requires cars to yield to pedestrians in crosswalks. 

Washington's crosswalk flag program, being tested at two high-traffic locations, mirrors efforts in several other cities, including Madison. 

11.
New Brunswick, New Jersey
http://www.transalt.org/files/newsroom/magazine/031Winter/16metropolitan.html

NJ Pedestrians Told to Wave Flags


Keep Middlesex Moving (KMM), the New Brunswick based non-profit transportation management association serving Middlesex and Monmouth counties, has placed orange flags for pedestrians to wave at dangerous intersections in South Plainfield.  "The Crosswalk Flag Program, which is available to communities for free, uses bright orange flags to increase pedestrian visibility at crosswalks and intersections," said Cristina Fowler, marketing manager for KMM. "The program, funded through a grant from the NJ DOT and the Federal Highway Administration, is especially helpful to seniors and children, who may not cross the street as quickly as needed."  The Crosswalk Flags Program is patterned after a flag program used in Salt Lake City, Utah, prior to the Olympics.
12.
Powell, Wyoming
http://spirit.prudential.com/view/page/soc/14809?lp=14808
Ryan Hopkin of Powell, Wyoming, improved safety conditions for young children by installing crosswalk flags at dangerous intersections around three elementary schools. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/pressRelease/idUS131889+12-Feb-2008+BW20080212
U.S. Senators John Kerry and Chuck Hagel to co-chair judging panel

              that will pick 10 National Honourees in May

CHEYENNE, Wyoming --(Business Wire)--

Ryan Hopkin, 17, of Powell and James Etier, 13, of Rock Springs today were named Wyoming's top two youth volunteers for 2008 by The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards a nationwide program honouring young people for outstanding acts of volunteerism.  The awards program is conducted by Prudential Financial, in partnership with the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP).

Ryan was nominated by Powell High School in Powell.  As State Honourees, each will receive $1,000, an engraved silver medallion, and an all-expense-paid trip in early May to Washington, D.C., where they will join the top two honourees - one middle level and one high school youth - from each of the other states and the District of Columbia for several days of national recognition events. 

Ryan, a senior at Powell High School, improved safety conditions for young children by installing crosswalk flags at dangerous intersections around three elementary schools. "One day while I was driving with my mother, I witnessed a young boy almost get hit by a car while trying to cross the street," explained Ryan.  "Since that time I wanted to find a way to help these children make their trips back and forth from home to school safer."  Ryan soon found an answer

on a family trip to Salt Lake City, where he saw canisters containing neon-orange flags at busy intersections for pedestrians to carry when crossing the street.

Ryan presented a plan for a similar system to school and city leaders in Powell. With their approval, he worked with city officials, school principals and parent organizations at Powell's three elementary schools to develop a list of locations. Ryan solicited donations to purchase materials, and then recruited help from family members and his Boy Scout troop to make canisters and mount them on

posts at crosswalks.  The city's street superintendent agreed to purchase and post instructional signs at the crosswalks, and finally, Ryan delivered flags to the principals of the elementary schools with a letter explaining how to use them. "I believe these flags will make pedestrians more visible and will help drivers realize they are responsible for stopping for pedestrians," said Ryan.

13.
Berkeley, California
http://www.mnplan.state.mn.us/issues/resource.html?Id=789
In an effort to find a low-cost solution to reduce pedestrian casualties, Berkeley, California's city council recently approved a pilot project to place brightly coloured flags at crosswalks. Pedestrians can carry a flag while crossing the street and leave it in a quiver on the opposite side. 

While some admit the flags will be stolen, they are replaceable at about $1 each. Thefts are expected to decrease over time. 

Several cities have attempted using pedestrian crosswalk flags.  In Salt Lake City, 44 crosswalks are equipped with large orange flags that are used extensively, according to the program director there

With thousands of pedestrians killed each year, communities are looking at new approaches to crosswalk safety. Recent statistics from the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration showed 4,906 pedestrians killed and 85,000 injured by motorists in 1999. 

14.
Honolulu, Hawaii
http://archives.starbulletin.com/2008/03/07/news/story12.html
State project flies yellow flags for pedestrian safety

Isle residents will soon see bright yellow flags being waved by pedestrians at crosswalks.  The state Department of Transportation and AAA Hawaii launched the Walk Wise Hawaii pilot project yesterday at the First Hawaiian Auto Show at the Hawaii Convention Center. 

"These flags are part of an ongoing effort to remind both motorists and pedestrians of the important role we all play in ensuring the safety of pedestrians," Brennon Morioka, interim state transportation director, said in a news release. 

He said the flags will create more awareness by pedestrians and remind motorists to watch for pedestrians and "allow them to cross the street as required by law."  "We do want to emphasize that the flags are not a guarantee of a safe crossing," Morioka said, stressing pedestrians still must be alert and use properly marked crosswalks when crossing streets. 

Three pedestrians have died after being hit by cars on Oahu roads this year. 

"We are very happy to help distribute these flags, and we sincerely hope to see pedestrians vigorously waving them at crosswalks to draw visibility and attention to themselves," said Richard Velazquez, AAA Hawaii regional manager.

15.
Lynnwood, Washington
http://www.ci.lynnwood.wa.us/CouncilAgendas/ITemAgenda.aspx?ItemID=2377
	TITLE: Flagged Pedestrian Crosswalks Update


	 


	SUMMARY:


	City Council allocated $2,000 for Flagged Pedestrian Crosswalks.  Public Works has acquired three sets of racks, flags, and instructional signs and has installed them at three locations deemed suitable.


	 


	


	BACKGROUND:


	The City of Lynnwood maintains many unprotected crosswalks.  Currently three (3) have side-mounted amber flashing lights and four (4) have in-pavement lights.  


Amber lights, however, are strictly a warning to motorists, and even though state law requires them to stop for pedestrians near them in a crosswalk (RCW 46.61.235), they often do not.  One way that some cities have found to increase pedestrian visibility is to install racks at either end of unprotected crosswalks that hold orange traffic flags.  Signs on the racks instruct the pedestrians to take a flag, use it to catch the attention of approaching motorists, cross the street with it, and place it in a rack on the other side.

There is not enough data to show that self-flagged crosswalks actually increase safety.  However, the flags are well liked, and it is a generally held opinion where they are used that they do some good.

An article was included in the June Inside Lynnwood on the flags. No public input has been received by Public Works either in favour or opposed to the flags.  There have been no pedestrian related accidents at any of the locations.  Public Works will continue to monitor the locations and public input and assess their effectiveness over the coming year.


16.
Glens Falls/Hudson Falls, New York
http://www.glensfallshospital.org/news%20releases/2005/media_advisory_6.02.05.htm
Hudson Falls will be the first community in the state to implement a pedestrian safety program using flag holders equipped with bright orange Day-Glo flags at crosswalks.  The pilot project’s purpose is to alert motorists of the pedestrians’ intentions to cross the street. 

Walking is the most dangerous mode of travel per mile in the United States, significantly more so than traveling by plane or automobile.  The Healthy Heart Program, the state Department of Transportation and the village of Hudson Falls have collaborated to pilot a cheap alternative to help make pedestrians safer and more noticeable to motorists when crossing busy thoroughfares. 

Early studies indicate the pedestrian flag approach, now used in 13 states, greatly increases compliance in giving pedestrians the right of way.  In fact, motorists are twice as likely to stop for pedestrians who use flags; in Tampa, accidents involving pedestrians fell 36 percent.
E. 
Troy also noted the success of the Hudson Falls Pedestrian Education Program using the Crosswalk Flags.  The Glens Falls Downtown Business groups have voted to have pedestrian safety markings added to downtown crosswalks and possibly use the flags as well.
17.
Ashland, Oregon
http://archive.dailytidings.com/2008/0229/stories/0229_flags.php
Pedestrian flag programs in cities such as Kirkland, Washington and Salt Lake City, Utah have proven more long-lasting, and have even expanded by allowing neighbourhoods and local businesses to "adopt" crosswalks and ensure that flags stay stocked.

The challenge for Kirkland is convincing people to use the flags at its nearly 60 locations, said David Godfrey, transportation-engineering manager for the city. 

The city is making improvements to the program through a $60,000 state grant, such as redesigned flags and informing people about the flags' effectiveness.

A joint study conducted by the Transit Cooperative Research Program and the Nation Cooperative Highway Research Program concluded that pedestrian flags were, on average, 65 percent effective at getting motorists to stop for pedestrians. Signs alone were much less effective, while flashing lights were generally more effective, according to the study.

18.
Elm Grove, Wisconsin
http://www.elmgrovewi.org/pdf%20files/Crosswalk%20Flyer2.PDF
http://www.onmilwaukee.com/living/articles/elmgrovecrosswalks.html
Elm Grove program increases pedestrian safety

Elm Grove resident Karen Steen was not happy with the traffic situation in the village, particularly with a crosswalk. 

"She made recommendations for trimming bushes that caused limited view and the addition of some blinking pedestrian signs. We adopted the recommendation, plus asked for additional police patrol at peak hours. All the measures helped to a degree, but didn't solve the problem." 

Schoenecker decided to do a little research.  "I went to the intersection one afternoon at about 4:45 p.m. and during a 45-minute period of time, I would say that out of 200 cars, four stopped for me to cross," 

Rather than waving a white flag of surrender, the two decided to try a red one instead.  A business owner told Steen about Dane County's "Adopt a Crosswalk Program. 

Red flags are placed in containers at each side of the crosswalk.  A flyer detailing the program says; "The flag is a powerful new pedestrian / bike-to-driver communication tool. The pedestrian / biker can more easily assert his statutory right to cross in a crosswalk, while the driver has a clear visual signal that the pedestrian / biker is intending to cross.  The flag doesn't automatically make drivers stop, so you must exercise the usual caution about stepping into the path of a moving vehicle. However, it does generally make crossing the street a much faster, safer, and more pleasant exercise for the beleaguered pedestrian / bikers." 

"From what I have heard, the flags are working and drivers are responding." Steen said that all the feedback she has encountered has been positive.  "Motorists are commenting that not only is it easier to see children crossing with the flags in their hands, the flags themselves serve as a warning that there is a crosswalk.”  "It really helps with the visibility of the crosswalks, especially since now they are snow covered. I am also pleasantly surprised that it appears we still have most of the original flags. We were anticipating some stealing of flags at first, but that doesn't seem to be the case.  I can tell they are being used because I watch the flag patterns as I go through the village each day. Sometimes there are just a few in the bucket on one side of the street and the next day there will be just a few on the other side. So far, so good!" 

19.
Idaho Falls, Idaho
http://communitypathways.com/Projects.html
The flag crossing projects improves the visibility of pedestrians at crosswalks by providing high visibility flags located on either side of the crosswalk.  Even when not carried by pedestrians, the flags greatly improve visibility of the crosswalks themselves, thereby increasing driver awareness of these important locations. 

IFCP would eventually like to install flags at crosswalks all over Idaho Falls because we believe that it is so important for our community to feel safe while walking/running/cycling.  We want to help Idaho Falls become an Earth-friendly human powered community with more pedestrians and cyclists than cars on our roadways.

20. 
Twin Falls, Idaho

http://www.tfid.org/faq/101-traffic/113-what-are-the-red-flags-at-crosswalks
The City of Twin Falls has installed PEDESTRIAN FLAGS at several intersections throughout the City to improve pedestrian safety.  The bright orange flag catches the driver’s attention and clarifies for them the pedestrian’s plan to cross, which is enough to bring most drivers to a stop.

Learn how to make full use of the flags’ potential.  Cross at the flagged intersections whenever you can and use the flags!  Even if you feel you don’t need them, using the flags trains drivers to the vulnerable folks who depend on them. 

21. 
Portland, Maine
http://www.portlandmaine.gov/planning/etransp.pdf - page 13

Recent crosswalk improvements have included countdown lights, overhead signs, red flags for pedestrians to carry, and a range of paint designs to delineate crossings.

22. 
St. Paul, Minnesota
http://www.mnltap.umn.edu/Publications/Exchange/2006-3/2006-3-1-1.html
The city has also tried some unconventional approaches recently. It installed flags in boxes at crosswalks so that pedestrians could wave the flag to get motorist attention before entering a crosswalk. It also will install painted circles or designs at residential intersections to attract attention and cause drivers to slow down, provided that all the people living at the intersection and 80 percent of the people living nearby approve.
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